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Diversity through music and dance at the Botanic Gardens 
 
The Australian National Botanic Gardens is joining in Canberra’s celebration of 
diversity by inviting visitors to experience a truly multicultural performance, Music and 
Dances of Neighbours, on Sunday 15 February from 1.30pm – 3.30pm.    
 
What better place to enjoy authentic music and dance from Australia, New Zealand, 
Bulgaria and Greece, than in the lush green shade of the Education lawn at the 
Gardens? 
 
The Gardens’ Director, Anne Duncan said the Gardens is pleased to be involved in 
such a popular Canberra event for the second year in a row.  
 
“The groups are dynamic and exciting to watch. They will take the audience on a 
cultural journey of song and dance to their respective countries,” Ms Duncan said.   
 
Performers include the ACT Torres Strait Islander Dance Group, the Maori group Te 
Rere O Te Tarakakao, Ensemble Dusha Balkana and the Canberra Hellenic 
Dancers.  
 
A printed program is available which includes information about the groups, the floral 
emblems from each country and greetings in the four languages.  
 
Speakers to open the event include MLA for Ginninderra Mary Porter AM, 
Ambassador Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria Mr Krasimir Stefanov, Gardens 
Director Anne Duncan, Ellnor Grassby who is Patron of the Office of Multicultural 
Affairs, and Lillian Kaneef who is President of the Bulgarian Australian Association 
“Rodina”. 
 
The event is supported by the ACT Government's Multicultural Grants Program. It is 
presented by the Bulgarian-Australian Association “Rodina”, the Embassy of the 
Republic of Bulgaria, the ACT Office of Multicultural Affairs and the Australian 
National Botanic Gardens. 
 

What:  Music and Dances of Neighbours  
When:    Sunday 15 February  
Time:    1.30 - 3.30 pm 
Where:  Education lawn, Australian National Botanic Gardens 
Price:    Free entry 
Info:      Visitor Centre on 6250 9540 

 
Media contact:  Sabrina Sonntag  6250 9538 
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